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address the issue of red-lining low-inco.. and minority

neighborhoods associated with the deplOYment of video dialtone

Petition for Rule..kinq to Adapt
the Section 214 Process to the
Construction of Video Dialtone
Facilities

People and the National Council of La Raza ("Joint Petitioners").

Joint Petitioners request that the Commission initiate a

rulemaking to amend its rules governing section 214 applications.

u S WEST C~nications, Inc. ("U S WEST"), through counsel,

and pursuant to section 1.405(a) of the Federal co..unications

COBaission's ("Co..ission") Rules,' hereby files its opposition

to the above-captioned Petition for Rule.aking filed on May 23,

1994, by the Center for Media Education, the Consumer Federation

of America, the Office of Co..unication of the united Church of

Christ, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored

In the Matter of



(or "VDT") service. 2 Joint Petitioners ask the Commission to

a-end its rules on section 214 applications to include:

• An anti-red-lining provision which would require providers
to:

..ke video dialtone service available to a
proportionate nuaber of lower inco.. and minority
customers at each phase of deployaent, and

include relevant census tract data on race, ethnicity
and inco.. for each exchange (NNX).3

• Provisions to allow for significant public participation,
including expanded public notice requir...nts, public
hearings and a 60-day period for Public co-.ent following
the hearings.4

U S WEST oppose. such a narrowly focused rule.aking to a..nd

the co..ission's rules governing section 214 applications.

Furtheraore, the Commission has sufficient authority under

section 202 of the Act5 to remedy any discriminatory conduct

which may arise in provisioning video dialtone service or any

other interstate service. As U S WEST de.onstrates in its

2Joint Petitioners discuss their red-lining clai.s in more
detail in a .eparate Petition for "lief fro. Unjust and
Unreasonable Discri.ination in the Deployment of Video Dialtone
Facilities ("Petition for Relief") filed simultaneously with the
above-captioned Petition for RUleaaking on May 23, 1994.

3Petition for Rulemaking at 2-3.

4~ at 3-4.

547 USC § 202.
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Oppo.i~ion ~o Joint Petitioners' Petition for Relief,' no such

discri.inatory conduct has occurred in the preparation of

U S WEST'S section 214 Applications or is proposed therein. No

purpose would be served by imPOsinq another layer of section 214

require..nta which would further delay the introduction of video

dialtone service in the communities U S WEST serves.

U S WEST agrees with Joint Petitioners that the section 214

process is ill-suited to evaluatinq video dialtone proposals.

But the solution is not to add another set of inflexible

standards to an already complex and cumbersome process. If the

co..iasion continues to employ the section 214 process to

evaluate video dialtone proposals, this process must be

streamlined. In its present fora, the process acts as an

obstacle to introducing competitive video dialtone services. It

would be counter-productive to initiate a narrowly focused

rule.akinq as Joint Petitioners suggest. Adoption of such rule.

is unnecessary and would only further delay deployment of VDT

service to custo..r groups that Joint Petitioners represent.

However, U S WEST urges the Commission to initiate a much broader

rulemaking proceeding aimed at streamlining the section 214

process in its entirety.7

~ition of U S WEST to Join~ Petitioner.' Petition for
Relief filed siaultaneously with this Opposition on June 2, 1994.

7_ In tbe -tter of Price eu rvforM,DCe Reyiew for Lgct,l
Excbange Carriers, CC Docket No. 94-1, Co..en~s of U S WEST filed
May 9, 1994, at 55-56.
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CUTIII<aU or .",ICI

I, Xal••au Powe, Jr., do hereby certify that on this 2nd day

of June, 1994, I have caused a copy of the foreqoinq O.PO.I~Ia.

to be served via first-class united state. Mail, postaqe prepaid,

upon the persons listed on the attached service list.

(MEOIA214/JH/lh)



*Reed E. Hundt
Federal Co..unications ca.aission
Rooa 814
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Ja..s H. Quello
Federal Co..unications Ca.mission
Rooa 802
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Andrew c. Barrett
Federal Co..unications Commission
ROOII 826
1919 M street, N.W.
washington, DC 20554

*Rachelle B. chong
Pederal Comaunications Commission
ROOII 844
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Susan P. Ne••
Federal C~unication. co..ission
ROOII 832
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*David Krech
Federal Ca.aunications ca.aission
ROOII 500
1919 M street, N.W.
washinqton, DC 20554

*Jonathon J. Cohen
Federal Ca.aunications co..ission
RooII 814
1919 • street, N.W.
washington, DC 20554

*Byron F. Marchant
Federal co..unications comaission
RooII 826
1919 • street, N.W.
W.shington, DC 20554

*w1ll1a. E. Kennard
Federal Co..unications co..ission
Rooa 614
1919 M street, N.W.
washington, DC 20554

*~rt M. Pepper
Pederal comaunications Comaission
RooII 822
1919 • street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554



*David P. Reed
Federal Co..unicationa Coamiaaion
Rooa 822
1919 M street, M.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*A. Richard Metzger, Jr.
Pederal co..unications co..ission
Roo. 500
1919 M street, M.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*J.... D. Schlichting
Federal Co..unication. Coamission
Roo. 544
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Donna Laapert
Federal Co..unication. Coamission
Roo. 544
1919 M Street, M.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Jobn Morabito
Federal Co..unications Coamission
ROOIl 544
1919 M Street, M.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*019& Madruga-Forti
Pederal Ca.aunications c~i••ion
Jtooa 6008
2025 M street, M.W.
• ••hington, DC 20554

*Jobn L. Walker
Pederal Co..unications co..i.aion
Roo. 6008
2025 M street, M.W.
".hington, DC 20554

*J.... R. Iteegan
Federal co..unicationa co..i ••ion
ItooII 6008
2025 M street, M.W.
Wa.hington, DC 20554

*lCathleen B. Levitz
Pederal ca.aunication. co..i ••ion
Jtooa 500
1919 • Street, M.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*aoxanne NeEIvane
Federal Co..unications co..i ••ion
Rooa 500
1919 • Street, M.W.
Washington, DC 20554



*Jill Ro.s-Meltzer
Federal co..unications Commission
Roo. 500
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*J(aren Brinkaann
Federal Co..unications commission
Roo. 814
1919 M street, N.W.
washington, DC 20554

*Rudolfo M. Baca
Federal Coaaunicationa Coamission
Roca 102
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*J...s Coltbarp
Pederal Coaaunications Commission
Roo. 826
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Greqory Lip.co~

Federal Coaaunications Commission
Roca 6008
2025 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*_1.. Chiara
Federal Ca-aunications ca.aission
RooII 6114
2025 M street, N.W.
Washinqton, DC 20554

*Gary Phillips
Federal ca.aunications c~ission

RooII 554
1919 M street, N.W.
washington, DC 20554

*btb MilJaaan
Federal Ca.aunications Coaaission
ROOJI 544
1919 M street, N.W.
Washinqton, DC 20554

*Blair Levin
Federal ca.aunications Coaais.ion
Rooa 814
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Greqory J. vogt
Federal Co..unications coaais.ion
1tooII 518
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554



*Gerald P. vaughn
Pederal co..unications Co..ission
ROO1l 500
1919 M street, M.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Todd Silbergeld
Pederal Co..unications co..isaion
Plaza Level
1250 23rd street, N.W.
Waahinqton, DC 20554

*.oae Crellin
Pederal Co..unicationa Commisaion
Rooa 544
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

*Lisa s.ith
Federal Co..unications Commission
Rooa 826
1919 M street, N.W.
Washinqton, DC 20554

*Iauren J. Belvin
Federal Co..unications Coaaission
Rooa 802
1919 M street, N.W.
Washinqton, DC 20554

*Richard K. Welch
Pederal ca.aunications ca..ission
ROOII 844
1919 M street, N.W.
W.shington, DC 20554

*Jane E. llacJo
Pederal Co..unicationa Co..isaion
IlooII 844
1919 M street, N.W.
Waahinqton, DC 20554

*Roaalind K. Allen
Pederal co..unicationa co..ission
Roo. 5202
2025 M street, N.W.
washington, DC 20554

*Kelly Caaeron
Federal Coaaunications coaaisaion
ROOII 500
1919 M street, N.W.
Washinqton, DC 20554

*International Transcription
services

suite 140
2100 M street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037



Patricia D. Kravtin
Iconoaica and Technology, Inc.
One Waahinqton Mall
Boston, MA 02108

The Honorable Willi.. J. Perry
u.s. Secretary of Defense
Rooa 31880
The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

The Honorable Roy R. Ro..r
Governor for the state of

Colorado
136 state Capitol
200 East Colfax
Denver, CO 80203

The Honorable Arne H. Carlson
Governor for the state of

Minnesota
130 state Capitol
st. Paul, MN 55155

The Honorable Barbara Ro»erts
Governor for the state of

Oreqon
254 state capitol
SaleJll, OR 97310

'l'o9a D. Weat, Jr.
Secretary of the Aray
Departllent of the Aray
ftw Pentagon
Waahington, DC 20301-1000

Jotm Dalton
secretary of the Navy
Departaent of the Navy
The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Robert E. T....r
Colorado Public utilities
C~ission

Office X.vel 2
Logan Tower
1510 Logan street
Denver, CO 80203

Joan saith
Oregon Public utilities

coaais.ion
550 capitol Northeast
Salelll, OR 97310

Donald A. Storm
Minnesota Public utilities

Co_i.sion
suite 350
121 7th Place East
st. Paul, MN 55101



Jeffrey Ch.ster
Center tor Media Education
suite 518
1511 X street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

Mark Cooper
Consuaer Federation of ~rica
1424 16th street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

Daniel L. Brenner
David L. Nicoll
••tional Cable Television

Association, Inc.
1724 lIa_achusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

John D. Seiver
T. Scott Tboapson
Cole, aaywid , Braverman
suite 200
1919 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Angela J. C••pbell
citizens ca.munications Center

Project
Institute tor Public Representation
Georgetown University Law Center
600 New Jersey Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20001

Andrew Jay Schwartzaan
Media Acceaa Project
2000 K street, N.W.
Waahington, DC 20036


